
done some winter paintings and 

have learned about letters and 

sounds. 

The children really enjoy visits from 

families and community members; 

we find these experiences enrich 

children’s learning. Children feel a 

great sense of pride and strong 

sense of identity when they share 

experiences from their home lives 

with their Possum family We invite 

all parents and family members to 

share their skills and talents. Experi-

ences you could share with us could 

be story reading, cooking a meal, 

playing music or teaching or a craft/

art experience. Please talk with the 

Educators if you have something you 

could share with us.   

We have a few housekeeping pro-

cesses we would like to share with 

you. To prevent your child’s belong-

ing from going missing we ask that 

you label your child’s clothing, bot-

tles and comforters. We have also 

noticed children are bringing many 

home toys into the possum room. 

This month we will be saying 

goodbye to Oscar, Luca, Maya, 

Lillian, Jerry, Izzy, Harry, Oliver 

T, Ayrton and Jackson as they 

moved up to our CamKindy 

program. From the Gumnut 

room we will be welcoming 

Ashleigh, Eli. Harry P, Martin, Oliv-

ia, Samuel and Ava. to the Possum 

room. All transitions have been a 

positive experience and we are 

looking forward to learning more 

about each child and working with 

their families.  

You may have also noticed that we 

have had a few changes to our 

room environment. We have added 

lots of natural materials and recy-

cled objects to our room, promoting 

sustainability. Children have en-

joyed finding ants in the logs and 

creating their own fires and jungles 

with branches and leaves. 

We have explored the life cycle of a 

caterpillar, written our own book 

based on the “The Very Cranky 

Bear” by Nick Bland. We have also 

While it’s great to share our home 

toys with our friend and educators 

we are finding these toys are go-

ing missing throughout the day 

causing children, parents and 

Educators to get distress. Where 

possible we ask that these items 

are to be kept at home or in 

school bags. 

Brooke Reeve is our new Room 

Leader so If you have any ques-

tions or concerns Brooke will be 

happy to assist you and your 

child/ren. 

Many thanks 

Brooke, Rebecca & Michelle.  
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At Scots we are blessed with families from 

over 26 nations of the world and this en-

riched the culture at Scots Early Learning 

Centre. 

Through the  support of our 2 Compassion 

children we enjoy learning about them and 

their culture from their letters and photos. 

The children at CamKindy send drawing and 

stories they have created to share their in-

terests with Janjira and Josue. Despite the 

distance between our countries common 

ground is found to share, for example Cam-

Kindy  tried growing mushrooms which is 

how  Janjira’s family earn their income. 

You will see in our front foyer we now 

have a display board dedicated to the  

cultures represented at the Centre and 

would strongly encourage families to 

contribute  photos, stories,  traditional 

costumes, toys, games etc. to the dis-

plays on loan where  possible.  

 

 

    Scots  

connecting with 

our World 

 

 

   Janjira & Josue 

Our         

Compassion 

Family  

Dear Families, 

As you are probably aware Scots uses the Early Years Learning 

Framework to provide a rich and varied curriculum for all the 

children that attend Scots. The Early Years Learning Framework 

has been developed by the Australian Government to ensure 

quality care and education for all children. (http://acecqa.gov.au) 

(If you would like to know more about the framework there are brochures outside 

the office for parents with a summary of each outcome of the framework. You will 

also find a very brief summary of the areas at the front of your child's portfolio.  

Each Educator is responsible for contributing to the programme and planning 

learning experiences for you child. In educational terms this is called the “learning 

cycle”. An Educator observes a child taking interest or trying something new to 

them. This is documented as a “noticing” . From this noticing the Educator plans a 
new activity to extend the child's learning. This is then added to the rooms pro-

gramme as “intentional teaching” and can also be written up as a learning story. 

Once the activity has happened the Educator will evaluate and suggest further ac-

tivities if relevant and they will go into the next programme, hence the “cycle of 

learning”. You will find this type of documentation in your child's portfolio. Please 

take a few minutes next time you pick up you child to look at his / her portfolio 

and see what learning he / she has been involved in. 

Janelle Coombe 

Educational Leader 

Learning at Scots 

Pencils for Cusco, Peru  

Scots Early Learning Centre 
6 Melville St, Hobart TAS 7000 

PH:  6234 2018 
E-mail:  scots@tas.unitingcare.org.au  
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Earlier this year the Centre col-

lected pencils for the children in 

Peru. Thank you to the generous 

families that donated pencils, 

pens textas and biros. Some of 

the stationary was delivered to a 

small school on one of the reed 

islands on Lake Titicaca on the 

boarder of Bolivia and Peru. The 

rest of the supplies went to 

World Vision I n Cusco Peru 

whee they were going to be 

shared with several schools in 

the area. My friend did have 

some trouble finding the Cusco 

office as the address lead to a 

post box but the post box had-

n’t been paid for 2 years so the 

post office tried to attach the 

cost of the post box to the 

delivery fee thinking my friends 

were World Vision Workers. 

With lots of hand gestures and 

visits to several offices in the 

building they finally found 

someone with some English 

and were able to explain they 

were from Australia and were 

trying to deliver stationary to 

World Vision Cusco. Board 

smiles and much laughter 

followed and the stationary 

was delivered to World Vi-

sion.  

Last week my friends re-

ceived a lovely letter from 

WV Cusco thanking us for 

the stationary and saying how 

much appreciated the gifts for 

the children. 



We would firstly like to wel-

come all of our new Busy 

Bee families that have come 

through from Tiny Tots 

room or are new to the cen-

tre. The educators in the 

room are working on form-

ing strong relationships with 

all of the children and they all 

seem to be settling quite 

well. 

.We have been cooking and 

have made some bread. 

Amandine bought in some 

special French bread to share 

with the group. Everyone 

enjoyed this. We will contin-

ue to offer cooking experi-

ences.  

In response to interest in 

the moon we are focusing 

on the subject of space and 

will be making a new dis-

play with this theme. 

To give the children a 

strong sense of belonging 

we have some family pho-

tos displayed on our win-

dows. Could you please 

bring along a family photo, 

this can also assist in com-

forting the children 

throughout the day. 

The children have really 

enjoyed using their sensory 

skills by experimenting with 

goop, slime and finger 

painting to name a few. 

Many od the children enjoy 

feeling the different tex-

tures between their fingers 

and were also able to com-

municate with the Educa-

tors about what it felt like. 

We will be continuing to 

extend on their interests of 

tactile experiences. 

Regards 

Meg, Amanda, Meegan, Ka-

rin, Michelle & Lauren 
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Sitting in the office I hear the 

conversations and discussions 

of the children as they predict 

and reason about the crea-

tures and interest areas as 

they pass. The children have 

quickly learned to treat al 

these objects, many of which 

could break with interest and 

respect. Often in the  morn-

ing I will see a little child with 

a shell or a rock examining its 

texture, colour shape and 

size, questioning where it has 

come from and what it used 

to be. 

The entry now touches all 

the senses with the fresh 

smell of gum leaves and wat-

tle coming from the branches 

in the vases.  

Most of the rooms have 

started to incorporate the 

natural environments into 

their rooms with Maries 

encouragement. Natural 

tables of grasses, rocks, seed 

pods and cones, shells and 

sand are always present for 

children to choose to play 

with.  The Possum room has 

tree stumps as stools to sit 

on to paint, Gumnuts has a 

feely tank with things from 

the sea. I am sure you will 

have noticed the softening 

effect that the outdoors 

brought indoors has created.  

With the changes in Early 

Childhood Education  you 

will see us continually strive 

to provide the very best and 

most current practice to give 

your children a hunger for 

learning and a board variety 

of experiences.  

Indoor Outdoor  

Environment 

Marie (our new Director) has a 

love of the environment and a 

keen eye for imaginative ways 

to incorporate the outdoor 

environment  and indoor envi-

ronments. With her creative 

ideas we have transformed the 

sterile entry of the Centre into 

an area of interest, intrigue and 

beauty for the children to ex-

plore as they come in or leave.  

Small lizards hide in logs, dino-

saurs peek over rocks and a 

tiny sandpit filled with treasures 

from the sea entertain little 

imaginations as they come and 

go.  

Life affords no 

greater responsibility, 

no greater privilege, 

than the raising of 

the next 

generation. – C. 

Everett Koop 
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We sadly farewell Harry, Ash-

leigh, Ava, Martin, Sam and Elias 

they excitedly transition to Pos-

sums. 

We would like to welcome 

Lachlan, George, Ivy, Max C, 

Max B, Jacob, Indi and Patrick to 

Gumnuts. They are all exploring 

their new environment with 

curiosity and enthusiasm. We 

are looking forward to getting 

to know our new families and 

please feel free to approach any 

of the Gumnut Educators if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

We welcome parent input 

to our programme and we 

would like to say a big thank 

you to Therese (Ava’s mum) 

for the wonderful contribu-

tions she has been making to 

our programme. A few 

months ago Therese 

brought in coloured pasta 

which we found many uses 

for, the children made neck-

laces, collages and were 

involved in role play with the 

pasta, cooking in home cor-

ner.  

Therese also brought in 

paper plates for the children 

to make fish with, we ex-

tended this experience by 

making a collaborative un-

derwater project by painting 

a large piece of bubble wrap 

for the sea and placing the 

decorated fish on top. The 

children have also been very 

busy using natural materials 

like sand and shells to make 

collages and we’ve intro-

duced water play with sea-

weed, shells, and rocks. 

We have also used natural 

and recycled materials such 

as shells and bark, pine 

cones and boxes which the 

children have painted, to 

make mobiles which we 

have hanging over our sky-

light to great effect.  

Friday 21st March was Har-

mony day and we decided to 

display greetings in the varie-

ty of languages which reflect 

the community we have in 

 

Gumnuts Room News 

Tiny Tots Room News 

 Please bring a warm 

hat, coat and at least 

one change of clothes 

for your child. Chil-

dren love to explore 

their outside environ-

ment, even on cooler 

days so we venture 

outdoors regularly. 

 Please name all per-

sonal items e.g. bot-

tles, lids, clothing etc. 

This makes it much 

easier to ensure be-

longings are not mis-

laid. 

 Pleases approach us if 

you have any things 

to share about your 

child. Concerns can 

only be addressed if 

we are aware of 

them. 

We are sadly saying goodbye 

to some of our family mem-

bers, Vincent, Charlotte, So-

phie, Lewis, Amelia, Seren and 

Ella. These children are mov-

ing onto the Busy Bee pro-

gram. We look forward to 

saying  “Hi” as they venture 

into your new environment 

and of course catching up for a 

chat in the playground. 

We look forward to continu-

ously watching your child dis-

cover and learn through play. 

Thank you for sharing your  

“special little one” with us. 

Lou, Keely, Jodie, Amanda, 

Zofia 

Tiny Tots Educators. 

Hello to our Tiny Tot families. 

We would like to thank you 

for making the first half of 

theyear run as smoothly as it 

has. We are excited about 

welcoming new families into 

our Tiny Tots Family Aiden, 

Natasha, Ruby, Allen, Kai, Lot-

tie, Serena, and Reuben. 

We are looking forward to 

developing strong relationships 

with each of you while watch-

ing you reach exciting mile-

stones. 

Just a couple of things that will 

continue to help us daily. 

 Please remember to fill 

out communication 

forms. This is important 

for us to meet the indi-

vidual needs of each 

child during the day. 

A child can ask 

questions that a 

wise man 

cannot answer.– 

Anonymous 
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Gumnuts and at Scots. We 

now have on display on our 

door “Hello and Goodbye”. 

We would like to thank Luke 

and Amandine’s mums and 

those who have contributed 

and been so helpful and patient 

as we practice the correct 

pronunciation to all these 

wonderful words. 

Children have also been very 

involved in role play in the 

hairdressing salon which we 

set up in Gumnuts a while 

back. The children have taken 

turns to shampoo, cut, comb, 

dry and style each others hair 

and have shown great creativi-

ty and enthusiasm.  

Until next time Alicia, Kate 

Trish and Emily.


