
types of animals and caring for 

pets. We have begun to explore 

volcanos and we even created our 

own with a bottle , soda water and 

bicarb. We also continue to offer 

other experiences such as books, 

games, puzzles, painting, drawing 

and various outdoor experiences. 

Some of our Possums are showing 

an interest in number and letter 

recognition. We are encouraging 

and supporting them with this 

through a variety of different litera-

cy and numeracy experiences. 

A reminder also that your child has 

their own individual portfolios. 

These portfolios are a record of 

your child's interests, develop-

ments milestones and learning. 

Please feel free to look through 

these with your child. We are set-

ting up our family photo tree to 

promote a sense of belonging and 

also to create a connection be-

2015 has well and truly begun! We 

are looking forward to an exciting 

year. The year has started with 

transitions and they have now 

been finalised and we are delight-

ed that all the children have set-

tled well into the Possum room 

and have familiarised themselves 

with our routines. Our main focus 

has been helping the children feel 

safe, secure and supported. We 

are also encouraging self-help 

skills such as serving their own 

lunch, washing hands, finding beds 

and wiping their own nose. The 

children are responding enthusias-

tically to their tasks. 

The children have been enthusias-

tic participants in our program and 

all the exciting challenges that it 

offers. 

We have been camping with 

Maisy, learning about different 

tween 

each child's home and the centre 

environment. We would like to 

encourage all families if you 

have not already to contribute 

photos to our tree.  

We strongly encourage and sup-

port parents input and involve-

ment. Children enjoy visits and 

experiences from family and 

community members so we in-

vite you to share any skills, tal-

ents or experiences with us. 

Please talk to us if you feel you 

have something that you would 

like to share 

If you have any questions or con-

cerns about your child, our pro-

gram or routines or would like 

any information about issues 

such as toilet training, sleep, or 

behaviour please do not hesitate 

to talk to us.                                         

Brooke, Michelle & Rebecca 

 Possum Room News 

Fans for the Philippines 

After Typhoon Haiyan is November 2013 Scots held 

a Christmas raffle to raise some funds to help the 
aid effort. This typhoon devastated many communi-

ties in the Philippines, killed  6000 and 1000 are still 
missing.  

Early in 2014 we sent two donations to the families 

of Compassion children that we knew of had been 
directly affected by the typhoon and then a fur-

ther $700 to the “Salagan Child Care Project” 
which was completely destroyed by the typhoon. 

We have finally head back from the Philippines on 
what they used the money for. The centre used the 

money to buy fans to make the children in the cen-
tre more comfortable in the extreme heat.  The 

letter, photos of the fans they bought with our 
money is on the display board in the hall way.. It is 

sad to see that over a year after the typhoon their 
buildings are still plastic and sticks. From what I have read 

much of the Philippines is still destroyed and the rebuilding 
has been a slow and painful process with many still calling a 

plastic sheet home.  

Scot’s  

connecting 

with our World 

Janjira &  

Josue 

This will be our third year of spon-

soring our Compassion children 

Janjira and Josue. We receive regu-

lar letters from both children and 

these are on display outside the 

Possum room. 

Janjira write herself describing her 

world and her activities with her 

grandparents and Aunt whom care 

for her.  

Josue is one of the youngest of 8 

siblings in his family and although he 

is still too young to write his own 

letters his sister Noelia always 

writes for him and he draws us a 

picture.  

The children in Possums and Cam-

Kindy connect across the kilome-

tres with drawings, art and their 

own letters to both children. We 

believe that it is important for chil-

dren to appreciate the privileged 

world we live in and to have com-

passion for children who are less 

fortunate than them, 

From the desk of the CEO. 

It seems like the year has gotten off to a quick start with us almost at Easter already. I 
guess that’s because we’ve been so busy with providing management services to Derwent 
Valley Early Learning Centre. Marie is doing a wonderful job down there with both the ser-
vices to the children and the staff who provide them.  She is currently focusing on getting 
them to the required standard for their certification to the new standards, the same as-
sessment we successfully went through here last year. 

Here at Scots we have taken on a part time Educational Leader, Jessica—to works along-
side Janelle in providing support to the educators in developing and implementing the best 
programs possible for your children to enhance their experiences and learning opportuni-
ties. In addition we are recruiting for an Assistant Director to support Marie in the running 
of the centre whilst Marie attends to her statewide role.  We have received a number of 
expressions of interest and are confident we have a good field of candidates.  We will let 
you know who our new AD is once they are on board. 

I'm excited to hear we are reinvigorating the P&F committee. There are a few things for 
the members to get stuck into…. Ideas for the middle playground, the proposed use of 
wristbands for signalling allergies, anaphylaxis, etc and improved decision making policy, 
procedure and process for outings. 

Summer Vacation Care was been very successful and enjoyed by all who attended with lots 
of excursions, craft, music, drama, tennis tuition—all kinds of things!  

It looks like another big year here at Scots whilst we provide quality services to Tasmania’s 
greatest asset… our children. 

Learning at Scots 

Scots Parent Committee 

Scots Early Learning Centre 
6 Melville St, Hobart TAS 7000 

PH:  6234 2018 
E-mail:  scots@tas.unitingcare.org.au  
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Scots is hoping to reignite 

the “Parents and Friends 

Committee” that we have 

had in the past. 

The committee was a great 

asset to Scots, with a        

wonderful team of parents 

and friends who created a 

newsletter full of articles 

about current happening,  

entertainment and outings 

for children. As well as in-

teresting articles on cur-

rent topics relevant to 

children and families.  

We are hoping that some 

of our current parents or 

friends would like to join 

the new committee and 

have input into the issues 

and interests of our cen-

tre. We value our Scots 

families, your ideas and 

the interest of individual 

children as we are com-

mitted to provide the 

highest standard of edu-

cation and care to our 

children. 

The previous committee 

met monthly and was 

held an evening after 

work. We hope you will 

consider joining the 

committee this year. 

Please email or 

phone Vicki on 

62342018 if you are 

interested. 



The start of the year has 

been very busy with children 

transitioning from the Nurse-

ry and new children visiting 

the Centre for their settling 

visits. A warm welcome to 

all the new families starting 

in the Busy Bees room and 

a farewell to the children 

that have moved to the 

Gumnuts Room. The 

room has been focusing 

on the new children 

settling and learning the 

routines. They are put-

ting their drinks and 

bibs away after lunch 

and staying on their 

chairs at lunch time. 

We have been offering the 

children tactile experiences 

such as goop and play doh 

to extend their learning. 

We have enjoyed lots of 

outdoor play with the fine 

weather we have been hav-

ing which has included  wa-

ter bombs and gardening 

with Emily. Busy Bees have 

enjoyed the more challeng-

ing gross motor opportuni-

ties through the climbing 

frames and scooters/bikes 

in the playground. 

 We would like to remind 

parents to please place any 

milk bottles in the small 

fridge in the kitchen and 

not in the small Nursery 

fridge. Please name all 

belongings to prevent 

them getting placed in 

another child's bags in 

error.  

This year we welcome Zo-

fia and Phillipa to the  

Gumnut Room.to join Meg 

and Karin and say goodbye 

to Emily. 

Busy Bees Room News 

Welcome our New Educators 

brings fresh new eyes 

to our programmes. 

Jess will join us on 

Tuesdays and Wednes-

days and has worked in 

Early Education and  

Care previously. 

Krissie Triffitt, Lynne 

Matton-Johnson, Skye 

Hogan, Sunhee Shim, 

and Tamara Dawes 

have all joined our cas-

ual team of Educators 

working across all our 

centres. These Educa-

tors bring a diverse 

mixture of culture and 

experiences to enrich 

the education and 

care provided by Scots 

and we look forward 

to their input into our 

programmes. 

We would like to extend 

a warm welcome to our 

Educators who have 

joined our Scots team 

this year and take the 

opportunity now to in-

troduce them to you.  

Jess Kouw has joined the 

Educational Leaders 

team at Scots and is 

working with Janelle to 

assist the teams with 

their programmes at 

Scots, CamKindy and the 

Out of School Hours 

Care. Jess has a Bachelor 

of Education (ECE) and 

"Children are likely 

to live up to what 

you believe of 

them." 

Lady B Johnson 
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The Gumnut Educators 

would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all 

our new children and 

families to our room. 

We have now finalised 

the transition process and all 

our children have settled well 

into their new environment. 

We have been very busy of-

fering new play experiences 

and introducing and encourag-

ing independence, self-help 

skills, helping pack up and take 

care of our environment as 

well as toilet training. More 

recently the children have 

shown a shared interest in 

sensory play, counting and 

singing their ABC. We are 

encouraging this with a num-

ber of different literacy and 

numeracy experiences such 

as puzzles, matching cards, 

books singing and domi-

noes. Also the garden has 

become a popular choice 

of learning. The children 

have been actively involved 

in caring for and maintain-

ing the centres garden bed

– watering, pruning and 

weeding. We have also 

enjoyed picking and eating 

the sweet cherry tomato's 

from the garden. 

Educators have set up the 

family photo tree to pro-

mote each child's sense of 

belonging and to create a 

connection between the 

home and care environ-

 

Gumnuts Room News ment. We would like to 

encourage all families to 

contribute photos to our 

tree to support your child's 

sense of belonging. We 

encourage your participa-

tion in our program and 

recommend that you look 

at our weekly journal and 

your child's portfolio as 

this gives you an insight 

into your child’s learning 

experiences. A reminder 

to parents if you could 

name all the items belong-

ing your child eg; drink 

bottles, hats, clothing, 

comforters and dummies. 

Regards, 

Alicia, Kate, 

Trish, Micelle, 

Krissie & Mel 

Tiny Tots Room News 

confident in their new 
environment. Our main 

focus over the last few 

months has been mainly 
settling new children and 

transitioning others into 

the Busy Bee room. De-
spite the business of the 

room we have provided 

the children with an en-

riched learning environ-
ment with a number of 

different experiences 

and learning outcomes, 
such as tactile experi-

ences( water play, finger 

painting and play dough) 
1:1 time with educators 

engaging in quiet activi-

ties and outdoor play. 
Throughout the day we 

also witness lots of spon-

taneous play initiated by 
the children. 

To help us provide the 

highest quality care for 

your children we kindly 
ask that you remember 

the following things: 

 Fill in the communi-

cation form each 
day 

  Provide appropriate 

clothing for the 

weather and also an 

adequate spare 
clothes 

 Ensure all items are 

named including, 

bottles (lids), hats, 
socks etc. 

It would also be greatly 
appreciated if families 

could return their “about 

your family” question-
naires sent out recently, 

this is to help us extend 

and build on our relation-
ships with families and 

also to show diversity 

through the learning expe-
riences we provide. 

Until next time 

Keely, Nicole, Lauren, 

Amanda, Hannah, Skye and 

Calypso 

 

We would firstly like to 
welcome all the new babies 

to the “Tiny Tots” room, 

we look forward to getting 
to know our new children 

and families. Sadly we 

have also said goodbye to 
a number of children who 

have moved up to the Busy 

Bee room, although we 

miss them there is always 
time for catch up cuddles 

in the playground. 

As you may have noticed 

we had a very busy start 
to the year with many new 

children and this has re-

sulted in the room being 
quite unsettled. With the 

help of our extra support 

Educators, even on the 
busier days the room is 

much calmer and more set-

tle. The children are 
starting to form attach-

ments with their educa-

tors and becoming more 

Do you have any 

spare 

“Woolworths “ 

animal sound 

cards? 

Please could you 

donate them at the 

Centre office before 

May so Janelle can 

take them to the 

Philippines for the 

children in the 

communities she will 

be visiting there. She 

has been given a 

heap of card readers 

but now needs cards 

to go with them. 
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